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British Aerospace order
Redifon R850 System

British Aerospace has ordered an R850 distributed data processing
system to be installed at their Preston factory.

The prime function of the R850 will be to prepare wire data for
design and production; to monitor electrical standards for the
Tornado aircraft and used in a development capacity for a computer
aid application. All this data input information will be run on the
Company's IBM 30/32 mainframe. i

Jim Salisbury, Electrical Planning Manager, commented: “Redifon
was chosen because of our past experience with their equipment in
terms of reliability and the simplicity of their systems.”

Configuration: Central processor with 128KB memory, 33MB disk,
9-track 800bpi 45ips tape drive, 10 terminals, 300ipm printer, two IBM
communications boards, paper tape reader and paper tape punch.

Contract value: £99,000.




Distributed processing and user-friendliness have been
major features of computing development for some time
now. Both are universally recognised as desirable

objectives. Both, however, are typically costly to achieve
requiring the establishment of complex communications
networks and investment in large chunks of

sophisticated software
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mainframe system. Monitoring
progress, capacity scheduling, MRP
nd so on are all operating in the
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What we need is \pproach at any speed "
something that gives us '

(;l‘,"ﬂt"f:k‘\"'"l” nicomputer, witt

to the maintrame

more or less precisely e

1pacity

what we want, in a form
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i read into the mainframe and

he joch executed. The elapsed time for

the whole process was typically 10 to
1ay
The 029s were replaced with IBM
3278 VDUs. but even on-line
ymmunication did not prove ideal Redittusion VDUs and upervised by Pet 1 aing
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And Jones colleague Peter the computer department. In that way
Bromley says “The length of time from both we and they can be confident
concept to end result is very short that our request s reasonable and
And the syslem g €dasy to program for feasible

anybody with only a small amount of Fhe moral of thi
computing experience We've trained history is threefold [
four of the users here to write

> Interesting case
Jon't be too
hidebound by prevailing ideas

Horizon Holidays, voted Tour
Operator of the Year by the travel

Programs relating to their own €ase of use and control by the user trade in 1981 and consistent leader
AT e well as he aroema o i S St consumer surveys conducted by
problems.” As well as the greater don't necessarily require either an . e Ry i
Satiafa i yroved morale the SVET MOore femmlae | magazines such as Holiday Which
.dlv,I.—]\,H!)w)\ﬂlﬂHVW,H)./!, G morale that ever more complex mainframe. or g has d | dits VISTA (Vig ¢
comes from having the system under nost of micros Don't pay too much &s developed its (Videotex

the user's control the key-to-disk

HENioN to markedtin, . Information System for Travel Agen
HES attention to marki ting labels just —int ti M tA
syStem has provided a greatly because a system is called a data 1982 )Q":‘la o -lannage"ilen u?u
mproved response to quernes. For entry machine doesn't mean it can't In thi 'fn’? an on-line ()'Ofmg SYS. or
example, the MRP system referred to perform a ditferent function equally n this fo OW-up report, ,n ormation
earlier has had its turnround time well And don't think there S N0 scope Management talks to Trevor

reduced from a minimum of 10 days to Haddleton, a board director of the

) i i Horizon group and its holidays and
retail companies. Haddleton, has bee
the driving force behind all Horizon s
Computerisation programme and is
also chairman of the Holiday Systen
Group, a body set up by 40 companie:
in the travel business to develop
Standards. One resylt of the group'’s
efforts has been the publication of 4
report containing standard videotex
frames for agents’ data entry
Procedures. Standard formats for
printing and ticketing, the problems o
electronic funds transfer and linking to
microcomputers are topics that are
currently exercising the group's
attention.

for ingenuity in computing today. The
€8S than a day Another ¢ xample js early shirtsleeved programmer fIxing
provided by the planning processes a bug with a soldering iron may have

sappeared forever, but the spirit

There are 50.000 planning which animated hin and drove
processes, each relatir 110 adifferent computing to its present level of
type of weapons systen development is sl producing
nanufactured by the divi on valuable dividends in the new
Previol ittook a day loretrieve one microchip world

planning proc

>S record from the
mainirame at Stevenage update |
with new information as required and
return it. Now the whole procedure
takes less than an hour

N another application a file of
ome 80,000 records previously held
onthe mainframe is now stored on the
Key-to-disk system itself lhe
production control department
previously received a DIg printout of
this file h week and had to search
through it each time they wanted any
information from it a situation that
arises 40 to 50 times a week Now a
,wr“p!f:r(*uu(*srmth(?r~;y's'.((;-m operator
IS all that is required the precise
answer comes back in 10 minutes
The need for the printout has been
done away with completely

The key-to-disk System has also
proved useful as a testbed for
aeveloping mainframe systems. As
Jones says, “Even with our
experience of computing we can't
define our requirements right first
time. With the Rediffusion system we Dynamics Group
can develop our ideas on the screen new Rediffusion R2830 Telecentre cer
andlest them out before we approach processors

icture shows the

omputer room at

A typical page of hotel information is displayed
on the Rediffusion Teleputer'3 which trave)
agents can access by using VISTA (Horizon's
Videotex Information System for Travel Agents)
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