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EARLY LAST year, Rediffusion Computers coined a new name for the syste
(then still called Redifon Computers), with the “teleputers.“
muscle and market base of the television rental The domestic market for viewdata (that is, UK
business behind il,launched its office revolution. videotex, otherwise known as Prestel) was, to It can also Op€
1t was a system that used the company’s quote managing director Mike Aldrich, an service.
computer and large-screen colour television sets cedifice that started 10 crumble”’ when it was Model 1 has 2 Jocal page store, a telephone
with on-board data chips, built-in modem and realised that the market projec(ions were ‘wildly directory that can be updated by the user, an
autodialler. The result was one of the first private jnaccuara ¢.”’ So for the Jast year the industry has opﬁunal printer, choice of keyboards, automatic
viewdata Systems, later emulated by others.  been turning its attention 10 the business market, dialling and an integral modem.
Rediffusion has sold some 50 systems worth over and Rediffusion has been joine y such in Model 2, off-line local editing has been
m. companies as Honeywell and GEC, both offering added for the preparation of pages within private
Now the compan has moved the concept 2 private viewdata systems- or public systems.
little further on with the announcement 0 its Each new announced system is more A 64,000 byte personal computing facility is
Systems Alpha which it describes as “the closest “convergent” than the last in the sense that it present in the Model 3 with local diskette storage,
approach yet to the truly all-purpose information offers facilities that s0 far have been obtained lus unattended automatic access to any number
tool.” It offers viewdata, videotex (the generic with separate equipments — personal computing of videotex computers.Two micros are used —an
description of viewdata-like systems, public or and word processing for example- Intel 8035 for videotex telecoms and a Z80 for
privale), persunal computing, data interchange Recently the European PTTs have agreed on local processing.
with cassette recorders and, in due course, with alphamosaic (words and picmres) standards for Model 4 has in addition computer controlled
video discs. If desired, the terminal can also be videotex. At the same time 2 number of leading video cassette recording for interworking sound,
used simply 10 watch television. It can also computer companies have announced videotex vision and computing as 2 single system.
mats. connectivity for their computers. And SO, The company sees jmportant future uses for
d by according t0 Aldrich, ‘‘the scene has now been set such systems, which will allow interactive vision,
i for an explosive growt ks ine‘tihese systems. sound and computing for training applications in
it from R iffusion is Alpha many fields. .
’ ' Geoffrey Charlish
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